WIA REAUTHORIZATION

(YOUTH ISSUES)

CONFERENCE CALL – JUNE 20, 2002

Discussion:  What would you like to see changed about the Workforce Authorization Act

The National Center for Youth Law (NCYL) is looking to submit comments to the Department of Labor regarding changes that California youth councils believe would help to improve the quality of youth development and employment services for youth served through Workforce Investment Act programs.  In prior discussions with youth council representatives at the California Youth Council Institute (YCI) meeting in Palm Desert on June 17, 2002, a number of topics came up.  In the time that we have for the conference call, the NCYL would like for members of YCI to expound on these topics or any other critical concerns regarding the reauthorization of WIA.  Specific examples and concrete stories of barriers or problems under the current law will be helpful and we believe highly persuasive in our efforts to have Congress improve the WIA law when it reauthorizes WIA in 2003.  

Specific Topics:

I. Develop a Funding Stream for Education component (There is currently a lack of linkage to school districts) How has the lack of linkages limited success?  Examples of how the lack of funding stream has resulted in missed opportunities.  What would education/school districts provide if given a funding stream?

II. Invest in building capacity.  

Do you have specific examples of how capacity is currently lacking?

III. Change the funding formula so that it is based on youth needs and reduce emphasis on poverty

IV. Ensure that money goes to areas that need it.  Improve funding flexibility.

What are examples of this problem that you have seen or heard about?  What requirement under WIA currently limits greater funding flexibility?

V.
What is really working for the youth?   How can we be sure of what we are spending money on under WIA?


Yes.  A very broad topic.   Ideas regarding accountability for program quality and expenditures might address this issue?  What kind of program do we envision for our youth and how do we go about achieving it?  This issue reflects a desire to move away from same old approach.   Any specific examples of how innovative and exceptional programs are limited by WIA requirements.  If so, which requirements and any thoughts on how to address these issues.

VI. Performance Measures Connectivity to Other Programs and Performance Measures that Make Sense

Examples of how current performance measures are not connected to other programs and why you believe the current measures do not make sense.  How do current measures hinder effectiveness of WIA?

VII. Eligibility and Documentation Requirements Impede and Discourage Youth from Participating in WIA?

Which criteria are causing the most problem?  Do you have any specific examples of problems?  What would be an effective alternative if any?

